Crowdsourced, Curated Liberation 
Bibliographies: Bringing Open Access 
Research to Light 


Background 


Open Education has often emphasised democratisation of learning and content, and by 
extension, has also both explicitly and implicitly promoted themes of justice and equality for 
teachers and learners. In seeking to press this agenda in more concrete directions, Barbara 
Fister argued for a movement of "liberation bibliography" which "arises out of outrage and 
protest against injustice”, and promotes the pursuit of knowledge in ways which enhance 
equity and contest injustice through the open-access dissemination of research (Baker, 
Tran, Olliff, Block, & Edwards, 2021; Fister, 2010). For this session, we'd like to expose 
participants to the idea of a liberation bibliography through an experiment that takes the 
concept literally: crowdsourcing a bibliography comprising entirely open-access items, on the 
subject of open education and social justice. 


Proposal 


For this OE Global session, we propose an interactive activity for Day 3 of the conference, 
focusing on access to open education and open research. The spark for the interactive 
activity will be a short (6-minute) video, in which we will report and share our learning from a 
week-long crowdsourcing field experiment (scheduled for July 2-6, 2021) that aims to 
generate a liberation bibliography on “Open Education and Social Justice”. The goal is to 
gather and curate open-access, scholarly (in the widest sense) resources on the 
convergence of Open Education and Social Justice, from our networks across various social 
media platforms such as Mastodon, Twitter, Discord and LinkedIn. In our video presentation, 
we will describe both the process and the outcome of this experiment, so participants will not 
only get exposure to the concept of the liberation bibliography, but also develop a sense of 
the messy democratised process of assembling one. 


Interaction 


Putting a spin on the idea of social medial "likes," we will invite conference delegates to 
engage critically with the resulting bibliography via the same social media platforms. 
Pressing beyond superficial assessment, we will seek delegates’ views on how aspects such 
as gender equality, non-discrimination, accessibility and inclusiveness are reflected in each 
item in the bibliography, seeking possible recommendations and cross-references to open- 
access journals and publishers (for example, how they might include an explicit focus on 
such criteria in their peer review or quality assurance processes). 


Outcomes 


There will be two main outputs from the session: 

1. After the conference, the presenters will write a blog post drawing together the input 
from delegates across the social media platforms and summarising what has been 
learnt from the process. 

2. The liberation bibliography on Open Education and Social Justice will be updated 
according to feedback received, and will be published in open access repositories 
(such as Zenodo) - where it will serve both as a resource in its own right and as an 


example of a liberation bibliography to inspire scholars and practitioners in other 
disciplines. 
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